
President’s rePort
by Susan Whitehead

Welcome Back
by Keith Crank, Vice President

I want to take this opportunity to welcome 
back our residents who have been up north for 
the summer.   We did have a little excitement 
when hurricane Irma decided to drop by.  
Fortunately as many have said, we dodged a 
bullet when the hurricane was not as strong 
as expected and we did not take a direct hit.  
Hope, as you return, your residences were not 
damaged and you can enjoy the upcoming 
cooler (hopefully) weather.  Many of our 

communities did not loose power and, believe it or not, I did not lose 
my Direct TV the entire time.  

Last month your Board of Directors approved our budget for 2018.  
Allied Universal will continue as our controlled access company.  We 
were able to bring the annual cost down and at the same time make 
some improvements to the services we will receive.  We will be adding 
cameras at both of the manned gates to record each car that enters 
through the visitor’s lanes.  One other service we hope to get is that 
the data we collect from the cameras will eventually be linked to the 
Pinellas County Sheriff’s office.  Another benefit from the new contract 
with Allied Universal is that during the second year of the contract the 
cost will be decreased.  In the future we are hoping to eventually add 
cameras at each of the unmanned gates but this could take some time 
because of the cost per gate.  

As you can see in the East Lake Community report, traffic citations 
are once again on the upswing, basically due to drivers speeding in 
the community. One driver felt that driving 51 mph in a 30 mph zone 
was okay. As throughout Pinellas County, anyone driving 10 mph over 
the speed limit is in jeopardy of receiving a citation. PLEASE LET’S 
SLOW DOWN in our community and be extra careful when we 
approach school buses picking up or dropping off our children. 

Remember should you have an emergency always call 911.  If you are 
in need of assistance from the controlled access patrol officer please call 
them at 727-785-7384.  To contact the Sheriff’s non-emergency line 
the number is 727-582-6200/6900.  Be safe and take care.

All of us who run a household know 
the challenges of managing a budget. We 
scrutinize our paychecks while trying to 
balance paying for what we consume every 
day with the general upkeep of our home, 
the inevitable repairs that must be made and 
the safety of ourselves and our family. We do 
it carefully not only because we want a full 
and beautiful life, but because we want to 
safeguard and hopefully increase our home’s 

value.  
The ELWCA Board approaches the budget with much the same 

feeling.  We have a responsibility to help us all live in a community 
that not only gives pleasure and comfort, but one that helps provide 
safety and aims to help raise the value of perhaps our biggest assets, 
our homes.  

The budget process starts during the summer with requests for 
proposals (RFP’s) for our largest expenditures, security and grounds, 
if those contracts are up for renewal (generally every 1-3 years).  The 
RFP’s are sent to local companies that fit the criteria and bids received, 
reviewed, and contractors called for interviews.  After the interview 
process, a recommendation is made by that committee head to the 
board for approval.   Because of the size of the contracts, these, along 
with the new contract for our management company, were sent to our 
local attorney for review.  They eventually became part of our 2018 
budget.  These three contracts make up approximately 60% of our 
annual budget.

During a budget workshop last month, the board spent almost 3 
hours reviewing every line item of the proposed budget.  Our goal was 
to maintain or increase the level of service in each area without raising 
the cost if possible.  Not always easy as each of you must know!  We 
analyzed the trends from past year’s budgets, debated ways of changing 
cost structures, discussed new ways of managing expenses; all items 
were on the table.  In the end, we were very pleased with the level of 

service that we were able to maintain, and in 
many cases raise, with a 6.5% increase.

The most notable and exciting change I 
believe was through the security contract.  Allied 
Universal will remain our security partner.  In 
addition to their excellent service, they will be 
installing cameras at each of the manned gates.  
These cameras not only will automatically 
record all license plates entering, they have the 
ability to tie into the Pinellas County Sheriff’s 
Dept system to immediately notify them if a 
vehicle that they are looking for has entered 
East Lake Woodlands.   This is a significant 
security enhancement for our community.

Liberty Land Management was awarded 
the grounds contract.  Pam Brown has been 
working closely with their management to 
continually improve their service for the coming 
year.  If you haven’t already, please take a look 
at the area across from the ELW Country Club 
parking lot to see how a previously overgrown 
area was recently rehabbed by their grounds 
crew.

Your ELW Board of Directors is very excited 
about the coming year and all the wonderful 
things it has in store for all of us!

drainaGe/2018 BudGet
by Jaime L. Soderland-Ballard, PCAM

Project Complete!!
By the time you receive this edition of The 

Heron the drainage project will be complete.  
The Committee is now working on the 
ongoing maintenance plan for the drainage.  
The East Lake Woodlands Board of Directors 
adopted the 2018 Budget. A copy is enclosed 
for your review.  If you have any questions 

regarding this please feel free to contact me.  
For members that pay directly to the Community Association, please 

note that Management & Associates will be using coupon booklets this 
year in lieu of the sheet of coupons that you are used to receiving.   These 
booklets are issued by South Data. There will be a brief explanation 
sheet inside the coupon booklet and if you have any questions regarding 
this you may contact Debbie Reith at Dreith@mgmt-assoc.com

Again, I am out at East Lake Woodlands three times a week. Please 
contact me if you need me to look at anything specific.
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The East Lake Woodlands Heron is 
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all East Lake Woodlands residents, paid 
for through ad revenue. The Eastlake 
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articles about our community. 
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keith crank, Vice President
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Janet Peterson, treasurer
Chairman: Finance Committee

chuck Fairman, secretary
Chairman: Roads Committee

Pam Brown, director
Chairman: Grounds/Irrigation Committee

richard corrigan, director
Chairman: Government Relations/Legal
Jeffrey Hunt, director
Chairman: Communications Committee
Jack Picker, director
Chairman: Lakes/Drainage Committee
Paul Burmeister, director
Chairman Insurance Committee 
Jaime l. soderland-Ballard, manager
Management and Associates
720 Brooker Creek Blvd. #206 Oldsmar, FL 34677
813-433-2000

elW community assoc. inc. Board oF directors

east lake Woodlands 
community Patrol rePort 

tampa road Gate 727-785-7384 or north Gate 727-785-1465

september 2017
Alarm Calls/911 Hang Up 1
Emergency Calls 0
Complaint Calls

(Noise, speeders, solicitors, domestic disputes, 
trespass, fireworks, suspicious persons)

28

Parking Violations 45
Irrigation Calls 1
Motor Vehicle/ Pedestrian Accidents 4
Crimes Reported

(Vandalism to mailboxes, gates, grass damage, 
stolen bikes, dumping, all other criminal activity)

21

Miscellaneous/Other
(Welfare checks, pets, wildlife, all others) 42

The Sheriff monitored 30 hours during 
September 2017  
Performed 0 Hours of Presence/Visibility.
Citations 6, Warnings 36
Top speed: 51/30 MPH. 

EAsTlAkE WOOdlAnds 

COmmunITy AssOCIATIOn 

BOArd mEETIng sCHEdulE

Tuesday October 10th 6:30 pm East Lake Woodlands Country Club
Tuesday November 14th 8:00 am Management & Associates
Tuesday December 12th 8:00 am Management & Associates

Management & Associates office is located at  

720 Brooker Creek Blvd Suite 206 Oldsmar, FL 34677

comunications: Board@eastlakewoodlands.com

around tHe niGHBoHood - 
celeBratinG irma
by Diane Mongiello

Condominium Five Association residents are thankful for the 
minimal damage they experienced during Hurricane Irma: three 
(3) large trees downed, one (1) carport with minor damage and one 
(1) carport totally destroyed – but not a car or building touched! 
Their biggest challenge was 5 days without power.  

To celebrate this, the Association Board decided to have a 
community BBQ!

So, On Saturday, October 14, all residents (owners and renters 
alike) were invited to the pool to eat, drink and share their hurricane 
stories with their neighbors. ‘Chef’ Steve did a masterful job of 
cooking the burgers and dogs to perfection (despite a short, typical 
Florida rain which had the effect of cooling everyone off and did 
not deter the merriment one bit!). 

Neighbors who are here intermittently, as well as full time 
residents, got to meet each other (either for the first time or again) 
and talk, laugh, and express their thanks for our good fortune!  It 
is hoped that this is the first of many such social events here at 
Condo V.

Butler Plumbing Services
Let The Butler Do It!

Water Heaters  • Toilets  & Faucets
Electric Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Small Job Specialist

Christian Owned & Operated
Tom Butler 727-236-2452 Psalm 90:17
Jeff Butler 727-236-2257 License # RF11061417
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skiP and Bill’s 
excellent adVenture 
(Parts iii a and B )
by Jeff L Hunt   

This past summer the dynamic duo of ELW 
residents Skip Holmes and Bill Brown were 
at it again. If you remember, they attended 
a weekend series of baseball in Boston in the 
summer of 2015 with the Tampa Bay Rays 
visiting the Red Sox courtesy of Skip’s wife 
Brenda. Then in the Summer of 2016 they 

invited me along to their zip-lining adventure in Oldsmar. Well Summer 
of 2017 saw them striking out again on a new two part adventure.

The impetus for this years adventure was Bill’s idea to go flying in a 
glider over the Grand Tetons Mountain Range. Skip has a sister that 
lives in Jackson, Wyoming and he enjoys camping and bicycling. So 
putting the two together resulted in a plan by the duo to embark on 
May 31st by driving to Wyoming with a detailed itinerary of pit stops 
and overnight stays along the way. Once they reached Jackson and Bill 
soared over the Tetons, the plan called for Bill to fly home and for Skip 
to spend several weeks camping, biking and driving his way back to 
Florida.

The first stop on the way out West was an overnight stay at Black 
River State Park just northeast of Pensacola, Florida. The next stop was 
a evening stay at Barksdale Air Force Base in Shreveport, Louisiana 
which was preceded by a pit stop in Port Allen, LA for a meal at Cou-
Yon’s restaurant that Bill swears has the best shrimp etoufe and fried 
okra he’s ever tasted. Some other stops along the planned path included 
a camping mishap in Kansas where Bill’s tent flooded in the middle 
of an overnight rainstorm (Skip still thinks it is hilarious) and another 
meal at a restaurant called Auntie Em’s in the middle of nowhere.Other 
stops on what I’m calling the “On the Road Again” tour included a visit 
with friends in Oklahoma City and a final overnight stay at F.E. Warren 
Air Force Base in Cheyenne, WY on June 5th.

After Bill’s flight of courage went off without any hitches, Skip sent 
Bill back to Florida, with his aforementioned plan calling for 8 weeks 
before his return to East Lake Woodlands. But, Mother Nature had a 
different plan than the one Skip had written down. Record snowfall 
earlier in the year made many of Skip’s camping sites in the Jackson 
area flooded and/or inaccessible. The huge amount of water from 
melting snow also cut down on biking trail options for him. He was 
able to fish a little and got to spend a lot of quality time with his sister 
and nephew taking many great pictures.

With his original plan foiled by the weather, Skip decided to start 
for home on July 10th. The return planned stops in Moab, Utah and 
Santa Fe, New Mexico that were again axed by Mother Nature with 
the wildfires that were burning across the Western U.S. at the time. 
After a stay in Cabellas, Nebraska where the temperature reached 106 
degrees that day, Skip was ready for home, convinced he had somehow 
angered the travel gods and should just return and begin planning next 
years adventure.

So what does the Summer of 2018 have in store for the Navy veteran 
skip and the Air Force veteran Bill ? Mums the word currently but 
I’d like to see them embark on some kind of water adventure. Maybe 
kayaking ( in Bill’s wheelhouse) and camping along one of America’s 
great waterways ? Might I suggest whitewater rafting in the Blue Ridge 

or Smokey Mountains ? Or go old school and float down the Mississippi 
River on a raft like Huckleberry Finn ? Whatever the adventure might 
be, I look forward to finding out the plan for 2018 and hope that these 
two good friends might inspire you to strike out on your own exciting 
and fun adventure very soon.

“Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness, 
and many of our people need it sorely on these accounts. Broad, 

wholesome, charitable views of men and things cannot be acquired 
by vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one's lifetime.” 

Mark Twain, The Innocents Abroad/Roughing It

Fall insPired color tHemes For 
your dininG room
by Sally Giar

Fall has officially arrived and with it comes some of the most gorgeous 
colors nature can provide. Rustic shades of orange, brown, yellow and 
red found in the changing leaves, pumpkin patches and apple orchards 
often encourage a fall-inspired color theme in your home, but there 
are other vibrant colors that flow with the changing season as well. If 
you plan on throwing this year's Thanksgiving get-together and want to 
spruce up your dining room just in time for the holiday, now's a great 
time to think about changing up the color scheme!
1. BrOnzE

Create an elegant and endearing atmosphere in the dining room with 
bronze hues. Bronze window treatments and embellishments in the 
lighting fixtures make a calm yet formal touch. Complete the space with 
orange and red accents. 
2. AmETHysT

A touch of purple goes a long way, and amethyst is a rustic approach 
at using the vibrant color. Whether you're interested in completely 
transforming the room by painting the walls, or you're just looking for 
a fun color for the throw pillows, lamp shade and area rug, amethyst 
makes an interesting twist on the traditional take of fall colors. 
3. yEllOW

Deep mustard is another rural and toned-down way to make use 
of a vibrant and inviting color. Take things up a notch by creating a 
yellow accent floor instead of an accent wall. Of course, you can simply 
emphasize shades of yellow in decor throughout the room if you're not 
interested in replacing the foundation's color.
4. grAy

Soothing shades of gray creates a glorious backdrop to the gleams 
of changing autumn light. It's also a neutral route to take, perfect for 
redesigning the room for the entire year. Bouncing off of the gray, you 
can accent with deep shades of blue and saffron in your accessories and 
pieces of wall art.

Just because autumn has already arrived, doesn't mean you can't get 
a late start on decorating! Now's the perfect time to think about which 
fall-inspired color theme you'd like to use in the dining room to prepare 
for the Thanksgiving festivities. 
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Management & Assocs.
813-433-2000
Aberdeen
Cluster 1
Cluster 2
Cluster 3
Condo 5
Cross Creek
ELW Community Assn.
Enclave
Greenhaven 1
Greenhaven 2
Greenhaven 3 & 4
Pinewinds
Pinnacle
Quail Forest
Silverthorne
St. Andrews
Woodlands Estates
Woods Landing
Worthington  
Associa Gulf Coast 
(813) 963-6400
Condo 3

Ameri-Tech Prop. Mgmt.
727-726-8000
Condo 2
Condo 4
Condo 7
Creekside
Turtle Creek 1 & 2
Caliber Management
727-796-1996
Condo 1
Condo 6
Citadel Management
727-938-7730
Cypress 3
Woodlake Run 1, 2 & 3
Jim Nobles
727-447-8949
Stonebriar
First Choice Management
727-785-8887
Preserve
Woodridge Green

e.l.W. manaGement comPanies
Innovative Community Mgmt.
727-938-3700
Muirfield
Elite Property Mgmt.
727-224-1871
The Meadows 
Hunter’s Crossing
Progressive Mgmt.
727-773-9542
Cypress 1 
Cypress 2
Cluster 4
Cluster 5
Heatherwood/Laurel Oaks
Patio Homes
Property Group of Cent. Fla.
727-771-7753
Diamond Crest
Isleworth
Resource Management
727-796-5900
Deerpath
Hunter’s Trail

Sentry Management
727-799-8982
Kingsmill
Cypress I
Turtle Creek 3 & 4
Holiday Isles Prop. Mgmt.
727-548-9402
Cross Pointe
Self-Managed
Avenel
Lake Shore Vista
Warwick Hills
The Cove at East Lake Woodlands
Suncoast Property Management
727-533-6941
Lake Estates

As of 09/19/2017

do you knoW your Home’s Value?
by Paul & Denise Virgadamo

The latest edition of CoreLogic’s Home Price Index shows that 
nationally, home prices have appreciated 6.7% over the last year 
and 0.9% month-over-month. The release of the report included 
this headline, “National Home Prices Now 50% Above March 2011 
Bottom.”

The real estate market has come a long way since 2011, which is 
great news for homeowners!

Nearly 79% of homeowners with a mortgage in the US now have 
significant equity in their homes (defined as over 20%), according to 
the latest Equity Report. The challenge is that not every homeowner 
knows how much their home’s value has appreciated.

Homeowners in Denver, CO lead the way with 8.7% appreciation over 
the last year, while owners in Washington and Utah have experienced a 
3% increase in values since the start of this year!

Nationally, CoreLogic forecasts that home values will increase 
another 5.0% by this time next year. Bill Banfield, VP of Capital Markets 
at Quicken Loans, recently explained the importance of knowing the 
conditions in your area, “With home values constantly changing, and 
the rates of change varying across the country, this is one more way to 
show how important it is for homeowners to stay aware of their local 
housing market.”

Bottom Line: Do you know what your house is worth? Have you 
stayed put because you are nervous you won’t have enough equity to 
buy your dream home? Let’s get together to perform an equity analysis 
and give you the freedom to achieve your dreams.

Keller Williams Realty | 727-919-8994 | info@TeamVirgadamo.com | 
https://www.TeamVirgadamo.com/

tHis & tHat - ariZona
by Pat Buono

When I mention the Grand Canyon to people, often their reply is 'it’s 
just a big hole in the ground'! Indeed it is. However, it is also layered 
bands of red rock, revealing a cross-section of millions of years of 
geological history. The beautiful shades of rock on each layer are quite 
an amazing site with each band reflecting beautiful colors at sunset. A 
must see!

The Grand Canyon measures 10 miles across, a mile deep and 277 
miles in length.

We visited Sedona, which is in Northern Arizona, making it much 
lusher with vegetation, mountains and red rocks, which add beautiful 
color to the landscape!

While in Sedona, we took the Pink Jeep Tour. The tour guide navigates 
a Pink Jeep up a rocky mountain which would be an impossible feat for 
the average person!

There were screams and squeals as we maneuvered our way up the 
mountain, over, under and around boulders almost tipping over at 
every turn!

A tour well worth experiencing!
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Historical Bits and 
Pieces
by Paul Leaser

COmIC BOOks
Perhaps, nostalgia fuels the monetary rise in 

the comic book. The earliest comic books, such 
as a Familiar Funnies, Tip Top, etc., actually 
were recycled comic strips from the newspaper 

of the 1930’s. In 1938, Action Comics #1 introduced Superman; it 
spared a plethora of super heroes to the 
reader. 

Now those early copies, which can still be 
found, bring unbelievable prices at auction. 
Once again, basements and garages have 
become possible storage houses of these 
“gold strikes’.

Keep looking; they are still being 
discovered. 

A recent auction sold at No.1 Action 
Comic for more than 1,000,000 dollars!

outside tHe Gates
by Richard Corrigan

Well, it  looks like Tampa Bay dodged a bullet originally aimed at it 
by Hurricane Irma,  When we saw reports that a lot of the water had 
been sucked out of Tampa Bay, a lot of us held our breath expecting the 
worst as those waters plus more from the Gulf came rushing back into 
the bay.  What impact that event might have had on Tampa and the rest 
of the area is still, thankfully, an unknown.  So most of the destruction 
here in North County was limited to tree damage and a few damaged 
houses as far as initial reports indicate.  

So now is a good time to take stock of what went right,  what went 
wrong and what we as citizens of Pinellas County can do to prepare for 
the next major catastrophic event. East Lake Woodlands Community 
Association’s Emergency Operations Plan seems to have held up pretty 
well and a lot of credit goes to the team for anticipating the possible 
damage to some dead pine trees, which were cut down before the 
storm, and to the retention of crews to come back in to clean up the 
major thoroughfares as quickly after the storm as possible.  Even the 
controlled access staff was back in place after a couple of days despite 
their having to commute to the community. But thinking about how 
we might do better and ensuring we have both plans for preparation 
and recovery, as well as sufficient insurance coverage to cover major 
damage claims should be uppermost in our minds now. As the Boy 
Scouts say “Be Prepared”. 

Post storm cleanup was a major topic and those of us who have looked 
up at the canopy of the trees that shade East Lake Woodlands can 
certainly notice a lot more light coming through than before Hurricane 
Irma.  With a few exceptions the falling branches were not destructive 
although a few houses have leaners and we will be getting rid of “widow 
maker” (dangling limbs) for a couple of months I expect.  

It appears most of the fallen debris has been picked up in ELW 
and there is a story behind that.  Because we have private roads the 
county was reluctant to come on our property and other gated 
communities with similar situations. This was due to a event of several 
years ago where debris removal from private property after a similar 
storm resulted in a lawsuit that cost the county a significant sum and 
resulted in the dismissal of several county employees.  However, based 
on an assurance from the County Commissioners that they would 
pick up debris in private communities, the Council of North County 
Neighborhoods (CNCN) was able to overcome lower level bureaucracy 
to get debris pickup started and most was picked up from ELW within 
7 to 10 days after Irma left the area.  Gated communities and private 
road owners had to sign a release allowing county contractors to come 
on the property. 

If there are still problems with pickup of debris or similar  let CNCN 
know and we will take it up with the commissioners as part of our 
post storm debriefing.  Other issues like adequate number of shelters, 
communications (NextDoor got high marks during the storm event 
and we know about 1/3 of ELW uses that tool) etc. can also be brought 
to our attention. Senator Jack Latvala has already begun the charge on 
getting power cables placed underground rather than overhead although 
funding for that  will be an issue.  We may discuss that with Duke and 
Teco at a future date as part of the overall discussion on energy reliability 
and renewable energy sources.  Thankfully enough power remained on 
to support the water pumps in Tarpon Springs so potable water did not 
appear to be an issue (Just look at the situation in Puerto Rico and be 
thankful for that).  All in all we survived pretty well but next time (and 
there will be a next time) we can do better.  As you think about what 
we can do better, let us know  but don’t forget to take a few minutes 
to think about (and pray for) our fellow citizens in Houston, South 
and Central Florida and Puerto Rico and  the U.S. Virgin islands, as 
well as their Caribbean neighbors, who are still recovering from a very 
significant hurricane season.
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depending on the location and season. They are monogamous and 
will build flat nests of grass in dead baobab, coconut, or a casuarina 
trees, or in hallowed out tree cavities as stated above. They do not 
create these cavities themselves; as they will usually take over nesting 
sites that have been previously hollowed out by woodpeckers or 
kingfishers.  

Hatchlings are born 
altricial, naked, blind and 
helpless – and are incapable 
of moving around on their 
own and wholly dependent 
on their parents for care 
and feeding.  The chicks will 
become fully feathered after 
about 19 days and then fledge 
about a month later.  Once 
the chicks have fledged, they 
continue to rely on parental 
care for up to another month 
before they strike out on their 
own.

Please see my favorite 
photographs at:  www.flickr.
com/jake_jacoby

Bird oF tHe montH
lilac-Breasted roller
by Jake Jacoby

I recently returned from a trip to Africa, 
visiting both South Africa and Botswana.  
While photographing birds and animals within 
the MalaMala Game Reserve in the Sabi Sands 
region of South Africa, I was very fortunate to 
observe and photograph the beautiful Lilac-

breasted Roller.  The name Roller comes from its flying courtship 
ritual where the birds dive with a rolling motion.  They are highly 
acrobatic and agile when flying and sometimes even breed while in 
flight.

This Roller, about the same size as a Crow, prefers open 
woodland and savanna areas and is largely absent from treeless 
places.  Except during breeding season, the Lilac-breasted Roller is 
usually found alone.  It normally perches conspicuously at the tops 
of trees, especially sparsely distributed Acacia trees, or other high 
vantage points from where it can spot insects, lizards, scorpions, 
snails, small birds and rodents moving around at ground level.  
After dropping onto a victim, Rollers will beat their prey against a 
rock or on the ground to kill it before swallowing it whole.  Their 
two inner front toes are connected, but not the outer one.

Nesting takes place in a natural hole in a tree where a clutch of 
2-to-4 plain white eggs are laid, and incubated by both parents for 
about 3-weeks. Both parents are extremely aggressive in defense 
of their nest, taking on much larger raptors and other predators 
if need be.  During the breeding season, the male will rise to great 
heights, descending in swoops and dives, while uttering harsh, 
discordant cries.

Lilac-breasted Rollers breed at various times of the year, 

Lilac-breasted Roller with lunch

Lilac-breasted Roller

Lilac-breasted Roller
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Internet at: http://edis.ifas.
ufl.edu/ep060  

Begonias and impatiens 
do very well in our fall 
and winter landscapes.  
Impatiens need some frost 
protection and can become 
deer candy, so protected 
pots may be the best option.  
Kalanchoe is perennial 
in our area and enjoys 
full sun and well drained 
soil.  Holiday cactus can 
be grown as a house plant 
or on a protected lanai for 
years.  Place it outside in 
a non-lighted area that is deer proof in the fall as the nights begin 
to cool and bring it back inside when you see buds forming.  Keep 
soil barely moist. Shriveled, limp stems are a sign that the cactus is 
too dry. 

While poinsettias can be planted outside after the holidays, I find 
that they are very prone to insects and disease and you must provide 
14 – 16 hours of absolute darkness from October 1 to December 1 
in order to get them to bloom again.  They are not overly expensive, 
so I personally prefer to buy new ones each year.  If you want to try 
planting them in the landscape after the holidays, this University of 
Florida web site has lots of information: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
ep349

nOvEmBEr lAndsCAPE CHOrEs:
Now is the time to control winter weeds in the lawn.  Watch for 

night time temperatures that are 55 – 60 degrees for several nights 
in a row, and then apply a pre-emergent herbicide.  Be sure that the 
herbicide you choose is labeled for your type of grass.  For more 
information consult Weed Management in Home Lawns on the 
Internet at: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep141

The fall and winter months are also good for growing herbs. 
Many herbs that succumb to our hot steamy summers will thrive 
during the cooler months.  If you don’t have a lot of space, herbs 
grow well in containers.  More information on growing herbs in 
Florida is available on the Internet: Herbs in the Florida Garden 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/vh020

Now is a good time to add bulbs to your landscape.  Amaryllis 
bulbs (Hippeastrum spp.) were discussed earlier.  They make a 
striking bloom show in the spring when planted in groups of 10 
or more in landscape beds.  You might also consider planting 
Crinum or Swamp Lily bulbs (Crinum americanum) for spring 
and summer bloom.  They are well suited to hot, dry, locations 
and grow from what are among the largest true bulbs.  Some bulbs 
weigh over 40-pounds and the plants are very large, so give them 
plenty of room. Crinums will recover quickly from killing frosts in 
our area.  For more information on growing bulbs in Florida, visit 
these University of Florida publications on the Internet at: http://
solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu/hot_topics/lawn_and_garden/bulbs.
shtml and https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/FP/FP15500.pdf

FloWerinG Plants 
For tHe Holidays 
by Pam Brown (ELW resident)

The most common flowering plant 
for fall and the Thanksgiving holiday is 
Chrysanthemum, but I have seen some 
lovely baskets of hybrid Black-eyed Susan’s 
with very large yellow blooms that would 
make a great display in the landscape or on 
the front porch or lanai.  Also for outdoors, 
you might consider the containers planted 

with several blooming plants that are sold at the box stores.  They 
usually contain perennials that will last from fall into winter.  

While poinsettias are the most purchased plant for the December 
holidays, you might also consider amaryllis, holiday cactus, 
cyclamen, kalanchoe, red or white begonias and impatiens, or even 
some bright red Geraniums. 

When choosing plants with blooms, look for those with only a few 
blooms open and plenty of buds (on poinsettias the blooms are the 
small yellow center flowers), healthy foliage and a compact form.  
For amaryllis, look for plants with the bloom stalk just emerging 
from the bulb and the bud well formed. Beware of amaryllis in the 
pre-packaged boxes.  The bulb may have already sprouted a bloom 
stalk that is twisted inside the box.  These stalks will not straighten, 
so open the box and only choose those with bulbs that are just 
beginning to sprout.

The most crucial tip for keeping these plants looking good is 
proper watering. The pot containing the plant must have bottom 
drainage holes.  Plants can dry out quickly whether they are located 
outside or inside, so check them daily.  Water if the top inch of 
soil is dry.  Over watering is just as bad.  Plants do not like to sit 
in water.  Remove any decorative foil or plastic wrappers covering 

the pot or punch holes in the bottom of them.   Let water drain well 
before placing plants on a water proof container to protect where 
they are setting.  High temperatures and drying out can cause buds 
and flowers to drop on holiday cactus.  

Cooler temperatures will preserve blooms longer.  Cyclamen 
especially prefer very cool temperatures, so if you place them in 
a protected area outside over night when no frost is predicted, the 
blooms will last longer.  Bring plants inside in the morning before 
any sun reaches them.  Poinsettias and holiday cactus prefer to 
have a constant temperature, so don’t move them outside.  All of 
these plants listed appreciate being near windows with high levels of 
bright light but no direct sun.  Also, keep plants out of drafts.  

After the holidays, all of the mentioned plants except cyclamen can 
be maintained in pots or added to your landscape.  Chrysanthemums 
and Black-eyed Susans usually decline when the weather warms 
and it is hard to get a good bloom display the next fall, so I consider 
them annuals.  I call amaryllis the Florida tulip; the bulbs will thrive 
and multiply in well drained soil in a site with morning sun and 
some dappled afternoon shade.  Bulbs forced to bloom at Christmas 
will not bloom the first spring after planting but should reward you 
in March or April for years afterwards. For more information about 
growing Amaryllis, see the University of Florida publication on the 

Amaryllis Geranium

Chrysanthemum

Hydrangea and Verbena

Herbs in a pot
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use tHe BHHs east 
lake oFFice as your 
donation station
by Ernie DelBarba

We have moved the clocks back and are 
adjusting to the idea that there are Holidays 
approaching, and Thanksgiving reminds us to 
have gratitude for many things in our lives.  At 
this time of year, I know I can give thanks that 
I won’t be facing snowstorms, but instead will 

be enjoying the beautiful winter weather that we have in Florida. It is 
also the time to take advantage of the miles of walkways through East 
Lake Woodlands to enjoy the outdoors.  

I am also thankful that I am a sales associate on an effective and 
knowledgeable real estate team at Berkshire Hathaway Home Services 
East Lake Woodlands Office. Our Florida Group has received the 
Unity Award in 2017 from Metropolitan Ministries for donations and 
time spent collecting for this cause. 

Founded in 1972, the Metropolitan Ministries provides food, shelter, 
resources, counselling, education and job training services that alleviate 
suffering, instill self- sufficiency and promote dignity for low-income 
and homeless families in the area. The donation receptacles are in all 
22 of our offices all year long, and it is important to know that there are 
Metropolitan Ministries locations in Tampa and Pasco Counties that 
directly aid the Tampa Bay communities. Visit www.metromin.org to 
see the benefits they are providing and to receive information on how 
you may be of help. 

For our company the energy to promote gets even more enthusiastic 
during the holidays, and the efforts at Christmas time and include the 
company goal to “fill the Cabernet Sleigh”, a U-Haul driven by our 
Owners, to pick up donations, nicknamed after our signature BHHS 
colors of Cabernet and Cream. 

On November 16, 2017 there will be a Charity Fashion Show at 
Heritage Springs Clubhouse to benefit Gulfside Hospice. It will be an 
entertaining event for a worthy cause, so buy your tickets now and tell 
your friends. Metropolitan Ministries also partners with the Sunshine 
Kids Foundation, a national non-profit organization, benefitting 
children with cancer. Our Florida Properties Group has also been a 
longtime supporter of the Sunshine Kids and is involved in their charity 
raising events throughout the year. 

east lake community liBrary 
octoBer 2017 sPecial eVents
by Patty Ann Wieczorek, Reference & Marketing Librarian
4125 East Lake Road Palm Harbor, FL 34685
727-773-2665 • www.eastlakelibrary.org

FrEE TECH suPPOrT!
Every Monday, from 4:00-6:00pm
Every Tuesday & Wednesday, from 5:00-7:00pm

Is your Smartphone smarter than you? Overdrive driving you crazy? 
Let our resident experts - our Teen Tech Team - help you out! Stop by 
for FREE tech advice - no appointments necessary! Please bring your 
own device: tablet, laptop or smartphone.

HOlIdAy gIvIng TrEE
November 13-December 9
We are teaming up with the Haven of 

RCS to provide holiday gifts for young 
victims of domestic abuse. To brighten 
the holidays for a child, select a paper 

ornament from the tree, purchase the requested item & bring the 
UNWRAPPED gift back to the library. All presents will be wrapped/
distributed by The Haven to families in their shelters, transitional 
housing, & outreach programs.

COllEgE FInAnCIAl 
PlAnnIng sEmInAr

Thursday, November 2, 6:00-7:00pm

The McCaffery Team is thankful to be located within the gates of 
East Lake Woodlands, across from the Club House and Community 
Pool. Bob McCaffery, Ann Galatro, Joan Daly, Fonda Dillard, Claudia 
Preisig (Bilingual) and myself wish you a Happy Thanksgiving.  Please 
stop by our East Lake office to talk with us about your real estate needs 
and let us help you reach your goals of buying or selling a home, leasing 
information, or finding investment properties. 

Parents & Teens: Join us for this FREE, informative seminar on how 
to pay for college when you don’t qualify for financial aid presented by 
the BF Financial Group! Registration not required.

mAkE A POlIsH sTAr 
OrnAmEnT

Friday, November 10, 1:00-4:00pm
Make a Polish Star Christmas 

ornament with Elizabeth Shea! A 
$5.00 materials fee (cash only) will be 
collected at the time of event. Space is 
limited & registration is required.

PAInTIng PArTy AT THE lIBrAry
Wednesday, November 15, 5:30-7:30pm
Paint a beautiful picture for yourself or as a gift! There will be a $5 

(cash only) materials fee collected by the instructor the night of the 
event. Space is limited & registration is required!

grOundBrEAkIng CErEmOny FOr 
lIBrAry ExPAnsIOn

Monday, November 20, 11:00am-12:00pm
Celebrate with us as we break ground for the 

2,500 square foot library addition. The event will 
have guest speakers, introduction of guests of 
honor, & the groundbreaking ceremony. A small 
reception will follow in the Community Room.
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FOR SALE
25” PC Monitor $35.00 - 727-784-8883
2004 Caddilac Deville. Loaded, 122K 
Immaculate Cond. Garaged kept. $3,495. - 
609-846-4358 
Assortment of household items for sale
11/11/17 call for details. - 727.808.4117 
Mink! Full lgth, blue fox shaw collar sm. 
Appraised $4500. Sell $800.00 - 727 784 
9205 
Mattress - Thomasville Twin Mattress 
Boxspring and Frame - New - $125 - 727-
940-4966 
STORM PANELS FOR SALE- 9 80” AT 
$45.00 each  9 104” AT $65.00@. PLEASE 
CALL - 727-789-4397 
TREADMILL-Landice High quality -pd 
$3000 IPOD/IPAD connect Excellent  $1500 
- 727-623-4649 
Teeter Hang-Ups EP-970 Comfort Track 
Series, 1 yr old, $250. - 727-644-9562
For Sale - Indiana acoustic guitar with case 
& music stand. $70  Call after 6pm - 813-
613-1499 
Delta Portable Folding Crib & Mattress. 
Espresso. Birth-24months. BabiesRUs $55. 
- 727-754-7795 
For Sale- very new corner tv glass stand. 
Holds 45-55”. asking $25. - 916-847-
0062 
Patio Set Glass Top Table, 6 Chairs, 
Aluminum Frame, in good shape $40 - 727-
784-7887
Queen air mattresses (2). Great condition, 1 
single, 1 double height. $25. - 4074662387
Jamone Sewing machine Model 7330 
bought in 2015 Like new Has 25 yr warranty
$250 - 7279445122 
‘05 Camry XLE 61+K mi.New tires, tint. 
Excellent cond. All maint recds.$7900 - 
727-940-5566 
Florida Room Furniture-Three Piece Tropical 
Print-must see!-like new!$695. - 727-386-
4837
NordicTrack recumbent cycle programmable 
very good condition  $125 or offer - 727-
785-8920 
Penguin figurines large collection ceramic 
or glass various 80 pieces $150 - 727-785-
8920
Gorgeous Artificial palm in basket, 6’ground 
to top,like-new $45 - 727-643-1709 
Beautiful designer coffee table, wood/
glass, off-white in color, 45.5”sq. $75 - 
727-643-1709
Mosler Safe (army) 17”deep, 15”wide, 
12”tall $85 - 727-643-1709 
3yr old stainless steel side by side fridge
68H 351/2W 231/2D Spotless. $600 - 
727-210-7815 
Baby Crib, 4 years old, dark cherry. Used 
only occasionally for granddaughter. $50 - 
727-475-9922
For Sale Frat boy fridge $50 wine fridge 
$20 - 727-785-8380 
Monsieur Seriziat d`après David Custume 
Directoire print, mat,fr, glass43x55 ELW - 
727-286-7020 
1800`s N. C. Corner Cupboard 16 lite upper 
doors, 2 blind on bottom ELW resident - 
727-286-7020 
DR All Terrain Brush Mower for sale 
Kawasaki 15.0 engine. $1800 - 727-781-
3619
TWIN BUNKBED set w/ stairs & pull-out 
drawers for storage, solid wood, $325 - 
727-804-1420 
Sit-down STATIONARY BIKE, good condition, 
asking $125 - 727-804-1420
Richelle Mobile Dog Crate/Pen. Like New. 
36.8Lx24.2W x26H in., 25.2Lx18.1W - 
727-946-2767 
Mosler safe $140, 33” x 25” beveled 
mirror$75; 52”x36” granite/metal mirror 
$150 - 727-643-1709 
Artificial trees, 5.5’$45 & 7’$75 Artificial 
plant arrangements,$25-45 - 727-643-
1709 
Pair of vintage Kloss “The Smaller Advent 
Loudspeaker” 9.5”d-11.5”w-20”h - 727-
939-8233 
Palm Tree design; Shower curtain & hooks 
with 10 matching accessories-$55 all - 
727-330-6924 
CD stand-Brand new in box.  Floor or wall 
mount.  $20 - 727-330-6924 
DR brush mower. Kawasaki 15.0 all terrain 
brush mower. $1800 OBO - 727-781-3619 

Kirby Vacuum and Shampoo System w/all 
attachments,bags,filters,manual $225. - 
727 785 7141 
Copies of six historic patents circa 1836-
1907 $35 - 727 785 7141 

FREE cLASES
FREE dance classes for all EAST LAKE 
HS students during the month of June. - 
7656351941

HOmE FOR SALE
Salem Square Villa Ridgemoor. 3/2/2car 
Waterfront,Lg.enclosed Lanai, 273K - 727 
786-4437

HOmE FOR REnt
Maui condo for rent any week. Oceanfront, 
pool $1400/wk 5 star resort sleeps 4 - 973-
800-5434

JOb SEEkERS
Start your own business backed by a 
company with more than a century of 
quality and service for only $10.00. 
Contact: Julie Potter, Avon Independent 
Sales Representative. Call: 727-810-1352 
or e-mail me at jbowlerm@msn.com or visit 
my website: www.youravon.com/Jpotter

HELp OFFEREd 
Home Cleaning 15yr experience with 
excellent references.Call for free estimate. 
- 7276877588 
HOME HEALTHCARE AIDE 
Bonded,experienced,great references.I will 
help you!Valerie - 845-235-2852 
ALONE, & NEED HELP? Call Bob (CNA/HHA) 
for Home Health Care & Companionship. - 
302-358-9368 
Liliya’s Cleaning, weekly, biweekly, great 
references Call Today 727 267-9083 - 727 
267 90-83  
IN-HOME hourly or 24hr care companion: 
Cooking, lite cleaning, rides, etc.. - 
(813)512-1643 
In home help, cleaning, senior care,child 
care.25Yrs exp. Call debbie. 727-236-
3497 
HELPING HANDS 4 U – Sr/Jr. Care, Cooking, 
Lite Cleaning, Rides, Errands, etc., Low 
Rates, Call Anna 727-512-4844
NAR-ANON -Are you effected by by 
someone’s addiction? Do you keep trying 
to make things better and nothing helps? 
Join us Saturdays @ 10:00 A.M. 207 
Buckingham Ave. East – Oldsmar (United 
Methodist Church) For additional meetings: 
naranonfl.org or call 1-888-947-8885
Alzheimer’s Family Organization Are you 
a Primary Caregiver for someone with 
Alzheimer’s Disease or other Dementia? 
You are not alone. Support Groups, Respite, 
Education, Wanderer’s Bracelet or Pendant 
and additional tools for your support. 727-
848-8888.
Recovery International Abraham Low Self-
Help system, a weekly support group for 
people suffering from anxiety, panic attacks 
and symptoms caused by fear and anger. 
Tuesdays, 1pm, Lake View Community 
Church, 475 East Lake Rd N., TS. 727-
942-4095. Free, offerings appreciated.
Fixing your antique furniture,will 30+ years 
experience help? - 727-807-7252

pEtS & pEt cARE
Florida Poodle Rescue, Pinellas www.
FloridaPoodleRescue.org. Rescued 
Animals in need of good homes. Suncoast 
Animal League, 1030 Pennsylvania 
Ave., Palm Harbor. 727-786-1330 www.
suncoastanimaleague.org 
Doodle Rescues: all kinds, ages and size 
poodle mixes waiting for new homes. www.
DoodleRescue.org
Cats for adoption fully vetted/equp’d. 
e-mail=nanwzz@yahoo.com/call 7842608. 
- 727-784-2608 
Pet Care www.rover.com/sit/
lisaslovingpetcare. Call me for  $ 20 off 
coupon code - 302-293-1227
Pet Sitting and Odd Jobs Wanted. Super low 
cost.  Aberdeen community only. - 727-223-
9598 Home 863-259-0381 Cell

SERvicE pROS

GERRYS POOL SERVICE 727-514-
9369 weekly pool maintenance,leak 
detection, green pool cleanups, online 
invoicing, equipment checkup, serving 
your area since 1992. free estimates. 
gerryspoolsvc@gmail.com 

MARIA’S CLEANING Weekly, Biweekly 
& Monthly Services Available. Window 
Washing & Cleanups for Parties,  
Birthdays, Baby showers, etc. Call 
Today for FREE Estimate! 727-259-
3649 References Available.

BROKEN GARAGE DOOR? Broken 
Springs • Rollers • Cables etc. Same 
day service on all Doors & Openers. 
Honest, Reliable, 37 year Local 
Resident. FREE Service Call with Repair. 
727-504-4948, 7 Days a Week.

HANDYMAN SERVICES Ridgemoor 
resident with 30 years experience in 
interior home painting, home repairs, 
maintenance and upgrades. Any 
residential job requiring clean and 
quality work with savings. (No Appliance 
repair) Please call Kevin at (727) 787-
4991

GREAT PANES WINDOW CLEANING - 
Professional window cleaner with 18 
years experience. FREE NO PRESSURE 
Estimate. My promise: “You owe me 
nothing until you are 100% satisfied!” 
Licensed and Insured. Call Tom at 727-
777-6030 www.greatpanesfl.com

SUPER DAVE’S PRESSURE 
CLEANING Give your home a facial, 
get the works! Works includes 
driveway, sidewalk, facia, soffit, pool 
area, walls. Call Dave today! We 
show up on time! 727-433-1670. 
Licensed/Insured.

SAFE EXTERIOR CLEANING Soft 
wash roof cleaning house wash pool 
cages decks  lanais driveways gutters 
community walls and sidewalks full 
coverage workers comp will beat any 
reasonable price commercial and 
residential 727-873-1185 Bosley’s 
Roof Cleaning & Power Washing 
LLC Office: (727)873-1185 Cell: 
(727)804-1917 Fax: (727)834-
8745 www.bosleyscleaning.com

DUNNA PAINTING LLC  Interior / 
Exterior Painting, Free Estimate. 
Quality Work. We accept all major 
Credit Cards License#: Paso LP 
09550 / Pinellas C-11103. Bonded, 
Insured, 727-505-8613 www.
dunapainting.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Feature your business in the

SERvicE 
pROS

For rates: info@hoapub.com

Submitt yours: hoapub.com

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS

The deadline is the 15th of each month.

NICK’S PRESSURE CLEANING 
SERVICES INC. 727-919-1591
Soft Roof Washing, Complete House 
Washing Services, All Concrete 
Surfaces Cleaned, Pool Decks & 
Patios, Paver Re- Sanding & Sealing 
Services, Free Estimates,  Licensed/
Insured, Serving the Tampa Bay Area 
since 1993.
 www.nickspowerwash.com
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